

ARRL Instructor’s Manual for Technician License Courses
Module 1 — Lesson Plan
Welcome to Amateur Radio

Applicable Chapter: Chapter 1

Study & Lesson Materials:
· The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual (HRLM) Third Edition, pages 1-1 through 1-22
· Relevant question pool questions
· Laptop computer and projector
· Online video - David Anderson, K1AN, has produced a video for World Genesis Foundation that provides an overview of amateur radio and focuses on educational relevance. A condensed (10 min) and full-length (20 min) version are available at www.RadioQRV.com or youtube.com/watch?v=ivUMIADFSDw.
· DVD – Wireless Window on the World (ham radio promotional video). Obtain from Northeast Ohio Amateur Radio Web page www.neoham.org (there is a small fee for this DVD).

Recommended Strategy Elements:
· Gather background information on your students including occupational skills, other hobbies and special interests and talents. This information will help you capitalize on their skills in facilitating class learning.
· Introduce yourself and tell the group why you are qualified to teach the course, including your own experiences in Amateur Radio. Introduce any co-instructors for the course.
· Describe the license course and how you will proceed.
· Let the group know what you will expect of each of them.
· During the session, add testimonials and greetings from a cross-section of local club members – for example, young (under 12–15), mature (over 60), male, female, handicapped, minorities, etc.

Module Learning Objectives:
At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to:
1.1 Discuss the history and unique nature of Amateur Radio as a service and hobby.
1.2 Explain the mission and purpose of Amateur Radio according to Part 97 of FCC rules and the role of the ARRL and its mission to support Amateur Radio.
1.3 Discuss the role of the Federal Communications Commission in regulation of the hobby and issuing licenses. T1A02
1.4 Identify the various activities in the hobby of ham radio and the role of the Amateur Radio operator in community public safety and service.
1.5 Identify where you can find other hams in your community.
1.6 Discuss the Technician license, the privileges it grants and how to earn it.

	Lesson Topics

	Topic
	Notes

	· Introductions.
· Course overview.
· Instructor expectations of students.
· Introduce The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual (HRLM) Third Edition to the students.
· Have students follow in the HRLM as you introduce the table of contents and each section.
· Explain the use of the question pool.
· Emphasize the need for students to read the HRLM between class sessions.
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	· Provide an overview of Amateur Radio as a hobby. If available, show Wireless Window on the World to motivate class.
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	· Beginnings of hobby – beginning of the science of radio electronics
· Today – OSCAR satellites; digital technology; GPS
· Hams cannot profit from their pursuits – a hobby only
· Assist in local emergencies (hurricanes; tornados) and provide communications for public events and activities
· Provide local examples of hams at work helping the community
· Anyone, any age, any skill or profession, can be a ham
· Ideal for people with handicaps
· Show/view audio public service announcements of ham radio
	Point out variety of ages represented in class



If possible, do an on-air demonstration of several modes of operation

	· Discuss and define Amateur Radio and explain the fundamental purposes of the Amateur Radio Service.
· What hams do –
· Talking
· Sending digital data
· Sending CW
· Building equipment and stations
· Watching – SSTV/ATV
· Public service communication, disaster response, traffic handling
· Contests – for training and practice
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	· Discuss the role of the Federal Communications Commission as a regulatory authority.
· What makes hams “different.”
· Amateur Radio is a regulated hobby with personal responsibilities.
· Part 97
· If Internet is available – show www.fcc.gov page
· Amateurs are partners with FCC in regulating hobby
· We write and administer our license exams – VEC Program
· We police our frequencies
	Display FCC website.

Mention ARRL VEC Program and session to be arranged for this class.

Mention ARRL OO Program and Field Organization.

	· Have an official from the local radio club introduce the club as a place where hams come together to share their hobby.
· Show ARRL Home Page – www.arrl.org
· Discuss the mission and purpose of Amateur Radio from Part 97 and how the ARRL supports this role.
· Here is an opportunity to explain why membership in ARRL is so important.
	Introduce local club official.

Log on to the ARRL website from the classroom and show students around website.

Discuss the benefits of joining the League.

	· Discuss the Technician Class license as the first step on the road to the hobby.
· The licensing process
· License classes
· Steps on a ladder – upgrading
· Let student know about the Volunteer Examiner (VE) process and where the exams will be offered over the next two months. If a special exam session is planned for this class, let them know when and where.
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Q & A about ham radio and the licensing process.

Establish an Elmer matching of students to club members.
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Progress Check

	Question Stem
	PowerPoint Slide

	1. What agency regulates and enforces the rules for the Amateur Radio Service in the United States? (T1A02)
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Homework Suggestions to Reinforce Lesson Materials:
•	Study Module 1 lesson material from The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual (Third Edition) pages 1-1 to 1-22 and review test items pertaining to Module 1.
•	Read Chapter 2 materials in The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual (Third Edition) pages 2-1 to 2-10 in preparation for the next lesson.
•	Have students become familiar with local clubs and match each student with an appropriate mentor from local clubs.
•	Have students locate Question Pool in Chapter 11 of HRLM and the Glossary in Chapter 10 of HRLM.
•	Have students become familiar with online practice exams. Students who have recently purchased copies of The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual can use the ARRL exam practice software online at www.arrl.org/ham-radio-license-manual. Others can be directed to the various free exam practice sites available on the web. We provide a list of the some popular ones at www.arrl.org/exam-practice.
•	Point students to the resource page on ARRL’s website at www.arrl.org/getting-your-technician-license. This page provides links to The ARRL Ham Radio License Manual online supplement as well as general information about the Technician license, a link to the exam practice resource page noted above, a resource library and information on locating an exam session.

Question Pool – Questions Applicable to Module 1:
T1A02
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